
Richmond & Twickenham Green Party response to The Royal 
Parks’ Movement Strategies for Richmond Park and Bushy Park 

 
RICHMOND PARK 

Richmond Park is a wonderful amenity that is valued for its beauty and openness by 
residents living in its neighbouring boroughs, as well as by people across London and 
the south east. It has protected status as an important habitat for wildlife, it is a National 
Nature Reserve, London's largest Site of Special Scientific Interest and a European 
Special Area of Conservation. 
 
Richmond Park has become so popular that it attracts some 6 million visits per year - 
and since the first lockdown numbers have increased dramatically. In addition, the 
roads within Richmond Park are used by people as through routes between the town 
centres that surround it and to enable commuting to work. This huge number of visitors 
is taking its toll on the very wildlife and natural habitat that makes it such a draw. In 
response The Royal Parks has introduced a Movement Strategy, the aims of which are 
to reduce the numbers of people driving in Richmond Park purely as a cut through and 
to reduce the amount of visitors coming by car. 
 
Richmond & Twickenham Green Party supports these ambitions. As a political party 
whose policies put at their core dealing with the climate emergency, protecting the 
environment and tackling social injustice, we aspire to create a society where active 
transport (walking, biking, scooting and public transport) is the main way people get 
around.  
 
This is also how most people would like to move around. Coronavirus restrictions 
dramatically changed how Londoners travelled around. Data shows that during the first 
lockdown, April to June 2020, 46 per cent of journeys were walked or cycled compared 
with an average of 27 per cent in 2018 and 2019. [1] Furthermore, the National Travel 
Attitudes Study (NTAS), from the Department for Transport (DfT), found that 39 per cent 
of people are walking more. 94 per cent expect this to continue and 65 per cent of 
people expect to avoid crowded public transport in future. [2] 
  
A society that uses active travel is a healthier one with less toxic air pollution, improved 
fitness and reduced illness, helping to slash the burden on the NHS. Physical inactivity 
is responsible for one in six UK deaths (equal to smoking) and is estimated to cost the 
UK £7.4 billion annually (including £0.9 billion to the NHS alone). [3] Air pollution is also 
a killer, responsible for nearly 10,000 early deaths per year in London alone.  
 
However, aiming to simply restrict access to Richmond Park by motor vehicles is not 



enough. Reducing vehicle traffic in Richmond Park will have a knock-on effect on 
surrounding roads and neighbourhoods. Richmond and Kingston boroughs have some 
of the highest car ownership rates in London, with Richmond at 76% and Kingston at 
75%. [4]  For comparison, in Wandsworth 56% of households own a car.  
 
Therefore, the Royal Parks also need to provide and enable other ways for visitors to 
get to Richmond Park, particularly for those coming from further away. Richmond & 
Twickenham Green Party have the following suggestions: 
 

1. Public transport 
Richmond Park is not seen as being well served by public transport. Yet a quick 
look at an online map reveals that Norbiton station is an 11-minute walk away, 
Richmond station is 26 minutes, Barnes station 25 minutes and Mortlake station 
21 minutes. The 65 bus stops right outside Petersham Gate, and also next to 
Ham Gate Avenue, requiring a 13-minute walk. The 371 bus stops next to both 
Richmond and Petersham Gates, while in Kingston it stops a mere 3 minute walk 
from Kingston Gate. Similarly Ladderstile and Robin Hood Gates on Kingston Hill 
have the 85 and K3 buses stopping within a 2-to-5-minute walk of either of them. 
Roehampton and Sheen gates are also well served by a number of buses along 
Upper Richmond Road West or Roehampton Lane. 
The Royal Parks should:  

● be more proactive in highlighting these public transport connections 
and consider an advertising/social media/PR campaign to encourage 
visitors to come by bus/train/tube rather than by car; 

● ensure its website promotes active travel to all parks and improve 
signage to public transport links at pedestrian gates;  

● work with TfL and South Western Railway to provide clearer 
signposting of directions to Parks, especially to non-vehicle gates. 

  
2. Bicycles 

Many people already visit Richmond Park by bicycle - some to use it for training 
or sport, others for leisure, a walk or to meet friends - but dedicated bicycle 
parking is limited to a few sites offering little capacity. 
The Royal Parks should:  

● install dedicated bicycle parking, including for cargo bikes, at all 
gates and in all car parks to enable people to stow their bicycles 
safely and conveniently while using the park, rather than locking 
them to railings by the gates as currently happens; 

● work with Richmond Council to decide suitable locations outside 
gates to Richmond Park for dockless hire bikes to be dropped 



off/collected. 
 

3. Minibuses  
Many people enjoy driving - or being driven - round Richmond Park to take in the 
scenery, particularly those who are less mobile, have disabilities or are older. 
There is already a free minibus, with full access for disabled people, between all 
the car parks, Ladderstile Gate, Richmond Gate, Pembroke Lodge and Isabella 
Plantation. The service starts and finishes in Danebury Avenue on the 
Roehampton Estate and also goes to Ashburnham Road (371 bus stop) and 
Ham Common (65 bus stop near Ham Gate Avenue). However, this service only 
operates from June to October and on Wednesdays only.  
The Royal Parks should: 

● expand the minibus service to daily all year round and should either 
charge for it, with concessions/free travel as necessary, and/or seek 
sponsorship from local businesses from the surrounding 
neighbourhood; 

● investigate providing an electric or hydrogen-powered shuttle bus 
from key train stations, eg Richmond, given the distance and 
steepness of the walk to the Park. 

 
4. Car park charging 

Currently parking in Richmond Park is free of charge, although The Royal Parks 
has been consulting on introducing car park charging. 
The Royal Parks should bring in car park charging for part of the day to 
raise revenue, deter visitors from coming to the Park by car and stop 
all-day parking in car parks such as Kingston Gate. This funding source 
could support a shuttle service to the Park to/from key stations. 

 
 
 

BUSHY PARK 
Equally renowned for deer, Bushy Park has its own distinctive character influenced by 
its royal neighbour, Hampton Court Palace, and a flatter terrain. Visitor numbers are 
fewer at around 2 million and traffic congestion is not as big an issue because there are 
only two vehicle gates - Teddington and Hampton Court - connected by the famed 
Chestnut Avenue. Nonetheless, this is used as a cut through during rush hours and 
weekends so that all too often Chestnut Avenue resembles a car park. Additionally, 
increasing visitor numbers are impacting the ability of The Royal Parks to meet its vision 
statement: ‘To protect and conserve the historic layout, avenues and character of the 
deer park. To ensure its diverse population of trees, its open grasslands, wood pasture, 



woodlands, waterways are enhanced for wildlife and the enjoyment of its visitors.’ 
 
Richmond & Twickenham Green Party supports the aims of the Movement Strategy in 
Bushy Park. It should permanently retain the restricted cut through on Chestnut Ave and 
weekend-only parking arrangement for Upper Lodge Road car park. We also think The 
Royal Parks needs to work with Richmond Council to monitor and evaluate the impact 
on surrounding roads, including air pollution both inside and outside the Park, 
particularly Hampton Hill High Street.  
 

1. Public transport 
Bushy Park is generally well served by public transport. Hampton Court Gate on 
the south side is an easy ten-minute walk from Hampton Court station, while 
buses 111, 216, 411, 461, 513 all stop directly outside. On the eastern flank 
Hampton Wick station is a seven minute stroll to either Church Grove or 
Hampton Wick Gates, which are also served by the 481 bus. The same bus 
stops near both Teddington and Shaef Gates on Park Road, while Teddington 
station is just five minutes walk to the former and nine minutes walk to the latter. 
Clapperstile Gate is also only 12 minutes walk from Teddington Station. The 
north-west and west sides of the park can be accessed by a 15-minute walk from 
Fulwell station as well as a number buses: 285, R68, R70, 481. Buses 111, 216 
and R68 also serve the south west side along Hampton Court Road. 
The Royal Parks should:  

● be more proactive in highlighting these public transport connections 
and consider an advertising/social media/PR campaign to encourage 
visitors to come by bus/train/tube rather than by car; 

● ensure its website promotes active travel to all parks and improve 
signage to public transport links at pedestrian gates;  

● work with TfL and South Western Railway to provide clearer 
signposting of directions to Parks, especially to non-vehicle gates; 

● consider providing an electric or hydrogen-powered shuttle bus 
between key train stations, non-vehicle gates on the west side and 
within the Park, eg the Pheasantry, to enable more active travel. 

 
2. Bicycles/e-scooters 

There are a number of bicycle parking sites in Bushy Park, but the actual number 
of bike racks is limited. 
The Royal Parks should:  

● install more bicycle parking, including for cargo bikes, near to each 
gate and the Woodlands; 

● consider providing facilities in car parks for dockless bikes or bike 



hire for those who wish to cycle around the Park once there;  
● create more obvious cycle paths within the park, which would help 

prevent conflict between people on bicycles and other park users. 
 

3. Car park charging 
Currently parking in Bushy Park is free of charge, although The Royal Parks has 
been consulting on introducing car park charging. Anecdotally, we hear that there 
are people who use Bushy Park car parks for their onward journey via public 
transport.  

● The Royal Parks should bring in car park charging for all/part of the day to 
raise revenue, deter visitors from coming to the Park by car and stop 
all-day parking in car parks. This source of funding could be used to 
provide the shuttle service to the Park to/from key stations.  
 

4. Accessibility for different users 
The roads around Bushy Park, especially Hampton Court Palace and Hampton 
Court Road, are incredibly congested on weekends with people entering and 
leaving the Park. As a result there is conflict at Hampton Court Gate between 
vehicles and people on foot/cycle, as pedestrians try to move safely to their 
chosen paths for walking. 
Access to Bushy Park for wheelchair users and those on mobility scooters or 
cargo bikes is awkward, with the exception of the main gates at either end of  
Chestnut Avenue. 

● The Royal Parks should look at improving accessibility for all non-car 
users to Bushy Park to encourage the move away from car use to active 
travel. 
 

 
RICHMOND COUNCIL AND NEIGHBOURS 

 
We recognise that The Royal Parks cannot tackle traffic congestion on its own and 
requires support from its neighbours - Councils, business and local people - otherwise 
all that will happen will be a shift in traffic congestion from the Park to residential streets. 
Our vision is that neither Park should be used to take pressure off borough roads. All 
our proposed measures need to be part of a coordinated timetabled programme to 
achieve the endpoint of massively reduced traffic in both Parks and in Richmond 
borough as a whole. This programme needs to be set out to cover the next ten years in 
line with climate change targets and must reflect the fact that both Richmond Council 
and The Royal Parks have declared a climate emergency with 2030 as the end date to 
reach carbon zero. It also ties in with the Mayor of London’s Transport Strategy, which 



aims for 80 per cent of all journeys to be by public transport, walking or cycling by 2041. 
 
As we are the Richmond & Twickenham Green Party our comments are directed to our 
local borough, but obviously we would hope that our neighbouring boroughs will 
consider our recommendations to increase active transport. 
 

1. End free/subsidised parking in Council-owned car parks 
The 30-minute free parking across the borough costs the Council an estimated 
£300,000-£400,000). This does not include the additional cost of subsidised 
parking for residents with a Richmond Card. Encouraging people to drive by 
providing them with free parking, which exacerbates air pollution, inequality and 
inactivity, is against the Council Corporate Plan to be a greener, safer and fairer 
borough. [5]  

● Richmond Council should end free/subsidised parking in its car parks and 
spend the money on installing walking and cycling infrastructure.  
 

2. Provide additional forms of transport  
The Council is stymied by the fact that public transport in Richmond is controlled 
by Transport for London (TfL). Improving the bus service in under-served parts of 
the borough needs to be tackled. Reducing single and short car journeys should 
be a priority, as should implementing more cycling infrastructure.  
Richmond Council needs to look at imaginative ways to improve 
connectivity:  

● set up an electric or hydrogen-powered minibus service from Ham to 
Richmond station during the rush hour to reduce individual journeys 
on the Petersham Road;  

● provide a car-sharing system on the Council website.  
 

3. Improve connectivity across the borough  
Richmond is the only borough in London that sits either side of the Thames; 
having a major river run through the borough is clearly a boon but it also creates 
a barrier to accessibility. The longest expanse of river without a bridge crossing 
in Richmond is 4.6km, between Richmond Bridge and Teddington Footbridge. To 
put this into context, the average distance between the ten central London 
bridges is 500m, while the average distance between all the bridges across the 
Thames is 3km. [6] Improving active travel connections between the two sides of 
the borough would help reduce residents’ reliance on the existing bridges and cut 
congestion on the borough’s roads. 

● Richmond Council should: 
● lobby central Government and the Mayor of London to fund a new 



walking/cycling bridge between Ham and Twickenham; 
● Investigate ways to increase the operation of the current ferry 

service between Ham & Twickenham to make it available all year 
round and additional services in other parts of the borough, eg 
Radnor Gardens to Ham Lands. 

Hampton, on the north west side of Bushy Park, has no train station and is 
relatively isolated from the rest of the borough, as are the neighbouring wards. A 
possible location for a new station is the cutting where the original Hampton 
Station was going to be built by the Uxbridge roads and Ormond Drive. 

● Richmond Council should lobby central Government, Network Rail 
and South Western Railway to fund a train station to improve public 
transport for Hampton Hill, Hampton and Hampton North wards.  

 
4. Reduce on-street parking  

Free parking on residential streets encourages car ownership and usage, while 
cars parked on London’s streets take up space equivalent to 10 Hyde Parks. 
There are more than three million licensed vehicles in London, and the average 
car is parked at least 95 per cent of the time. Parking spaces have a market 
value up to 10 times higher than the annual cost of a resident’s permit. Annual 
operating costs per parking space far exceed resident parking permit revenues, 
averaging £295 for outer London, compared to average permit costs between 
£29 and £154.  
A lack of controlled parking zones in Richmond Borough encourages people to 
drive to both Parks and park on the roads near them causing congestion, air 
pollution and carbon emissions. The same provision of free parking supports 
people from outside the borough driving to Ham and Sheen, for example, to park 
and catch public transport. These journeys could and should be taken by active 
travel. [7]  
Richmond Council needs to look at different ways to reduce car ownership 
and deter car usage:  

● increase the number of Controlled Parking Zones;  
● move towards an emission-based charging structure for resident 

permits, and escalating charges for additional vehicles.  
 

5. Pedestrianise shopping centres and high streets  
Creating car-free zones on George Street in Richmond and the High Street in 
Teddington, for example, would enliven these shopping centres and help boost 
the retail and leisure provision. Buses could be rerouted and local residents can 
be provided with access to their homes with rise-and-lower bollards and 
number-plate recognition cameras. 



Richmond Council should: 
● trial vehicle-free street markets on the borough’s high streets once a 

month; 
● trial Friday/Saturday night summer street closures for al fresco 

dining as was successfully carried out in Church Street, 
Twickenham; 

● engage with residents via a series of consultations, involving a) a 
citizens’ assembly, and b) a thorough consultation about 
pedestrianising some of the borough’s shopping centres. 
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